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Bills, Overtures, and Session Records Committee 
Report to Presbytery of San Francisco 

November 14, 2017 
 

 
FOR ACTION 
 
We are at the season in which Presbytery considers overture proposals, which if approved by 
Presbytery, would be considered at the 223nd General Assembly in St. Louis next summer. The 
BOSR Committee meets as needed to consider overture proposals.  For today's Presbytery 
meeting, we will need to discuss and vote on four overture proposals, so that if passed by the 
Presbytery of San Francisco, they can be submitted to the Office of General Assembly in 
Louisville by the deadlines established for overtures. Note that opportunity for discussion will be 
made available at today’s meeting during Open Space. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON OVERTURES 
 
The following overtures are recommendations for action to the 223rd  General Assembly (2018) 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and will be considered there by the GA commissioners and 
advisory delegates. To forward the overture to GA requires a simple majority of those voting at 
the Presbytery meeting.  However, under procedures that became effective on July 7, 2013, all 
overture proposals must also have received a concurrence from at least one other Presbytery in 
order for it to be forwarded to GA. 
 
For any overture that is approved by the Presbytery, a second motion names an overture 
advocate who will attend GA to speak on our behalf. (Note that the Presbytery does not 
provide financial support for the Overture Advocates.) 
 

1. MOTION: To forward to GA the overture “On Recognizing Rev. Henry Highland 
Garnet’s Prophetic Voice for Today” (See BOSR 2-1.) 

 
BOSR does recommend the adoption (YES, voting in the AFFIRMATIVE).  See the 
rationale accompanying the overture.   BOSR vote was unanimous. 
 
If the motion to forward the overture is approved, 
MOTION: To appoint John Templeton (ruling elder, St. John’s, San Francisco) as 
Overture Advocate. 

 
 

2. MOTION: To forward to GA the overture “On Endorsing the Open Letter from the 
National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine (NCCOP) to the World 
Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Movement” (See BOSR 3-1 and following.) 

 
BOSR does recommend the adoption (YES, voting in the AFFIRMATIVE).  See the 
rationale accompanying the overture.   BOSR vote was unanimous. 
 
If the motion to forward the overture is approved, 
MOTION: To appoint the Rev. Will McGarvey (pastor at Pittsburg Community) as 
Overture Advocate. 
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3. MOTION: To forward to GA the overture “On Jewish - Christian Dialogue and the 
Israeli Occupation of Palestine” (See BOSR 4-1 and following.) 

 
BOSR does recommend the adoption (YES, voting in the AFFIRMATIVE).  See the 
rationale accompanying the overture.   BOSR vote was unanimous. 
 
If the motion to forward the overture is approved, 
MOTION: To appoint Rev. John Anderson (Co-Pastor at San Francisco St John’s) 
as Overture Advocate. 

 
 

4. MOTION: To forward to GA the overture “On Directing the Board of Pensions and 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) Foundation to Divest from Fossil Fuel and Actively 
Invest in Securities That Focus on Renewable Energy”  (See BOSR 5-1 and 
following.) 

 
BOSR does recommend the adoption (YES, voting in the AFFIRMATIVE).  See the 
rational accompanying the overture.   BOSR Committee was not unanimous in its 
recommendation, as a member expressed concern over potential constraints the proposal 
would place on portfolio managers.. 

 
If the motion to forward the overture is approved, 
MOTION: To appoint the Rev. Will McGarvey (pastor at Pittsburg Community) as 
Overture Advocate. 

 
 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
REVIEW OF SESSION MINUTES 
 
The BOSR Committee continues to offer regular opportunities to review Session minutes. We 
have resumed offering these reviews during the Open Space portion of each Presbytery meeting. 
 
The committee also recognizes that this does not accommodate Clerks of Session who have full 
time weekday jobs.  Therefore, the committee is still planning additional times (including nights 
and weekends) and venues for this purpose.  The BOSR Committee met to assign BOSR 
Committee members to reach out to specific churches that still have not had their minutes 
reviewed recently.  We are matching up Clerks of Sessions that have similar scheduling needs, 
so that the reviews can be performed at mutually convenient times and places.  Churches who 
still need to have their Session minutes reviewed are still being contacted, in order to determine 
what times and locations would fit their schedules (assuming Tuesdays at a Presbytery meeting is 
not feasible).  BOSR would then consider the requests, so that we can coordinate these reviews 
accordingly. 
 
Our denomination requires that we report at least annually our activity related to the review of 
Session minutes.  Our spreadsheet reflecting such information is included with this report (see 
BOSR 6-1 and following). 
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ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT 
 
We remind Clerks of Session that their Annual Statistical Report is due.  See 
www.pcusa.org/stats for details and instructions for completing it. 
 
 
BOSR COMMITTEE VACANCIES 
 
We have a number of vacancies (both Ruling Elder and Teaching Elder) on our committee.  
Please contact Presbytery’s Nominating Committee with any names for consideration as 
nominees. 
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On	  recognizing	  Rev.	  Henry	  Highland	  Garnet’s	  prophetic	  voice	  for	  today	  
	  
The	  Presbytery	  of	  San	  Francisco	  overtures	  the	  223rd	  General	  Assembly	  to:	  
	  
RECOMMENDATION:	  
1.	  	  Recognize	  the	  prophetic	  witness	  of	  Rev.	  Henry	  Highland	  Garnet,	  pastor	  of	  15th	  Street	  

Presbyterian	  Church	  in	  Washington,	  D.C.	  and	  Shiloh	  Presbyterian	  Church	  in	  New	  York	  City	  
2.	  	  Authorize	  an	  anniversary	  publishing	  of	  "A	  Memorial	  Discourse"	  by	  the	  Presbyterian	  Publishing	  

Corp.	  with	  the	  proceeds	  to	  benefit	  15th	  Street	  Presbyterian	  Church	  and	  St.	  James	  Presbyterian	  
Church,	  the	  successor	  church	  to	  Shiloh	  Presbyterian	  Church	  

3.	  	  Encourage	  the	  members	  of	  the	  denomination	  to	  visit	  as	  Shrines	  to	  Freedom	  those	  
congregations	  and	  to	  actively	  support	  their	  continuing	  ministry	  

4.	  	  Encourage	  Presbyterian	  seminaries	  and	  other	  institutions	  of	  higher	  learning	  to	  actively	  study	  
the	  impact	  of	  this	  divinely	  gifted	  orator	  and	  writer	  and	  the	  way	  in	  which	  his	  witness	  helped	  lead	  
to	  such	  documents	  as	  the	  Belhar	  Confession	  

	  
RATIONALE:	  

Rev.	  Henry	  Highland	  Garnet	  gave	  what	  is	  considered	  the	  most	  important	  speech	  in	  African-‐
American	  history	  as	  the	  first	  of	  his	  race	  to	  address	  Congress	  on	  Feb.	  12,	  1865.	  	  The	  stakes	  were	  
immense.	  	  President	  Abraham	  Lincoln,	  a	  frequent	  visitor	  to	  New	  York	  Avenue	  Presbyterian	  Church	  
a	  block	  from	  the	  White	  House,	  had	  just	  achieved	  the	  Congressional	  passage	  of	  the	  first	  
constitutional	  amendment	  in	  60	  years.	  	  	  Lincoln,	  through	  the	  House	  chaplain,	  decided	  that	  Garnet	  
could	  make	  the	  moral	  case	  for	  the	  prosecution	  of	  a	  bloody	  war	  and	  a	  watershed	  change	  in	  
American	  society	  during	  a	  Memorial	  Service	  on	  his	  56th	  birthday.	  	  The	  lesson	  for	  today's	  times	  was	  
that	  Lincoln	  chose	  the	  most	  strident	  and	  most	  eloquent	  opponent	  of	  slavery	  over	  the	  preceding	  
two	  decades	  instead	  of	  seeking	  a	  conciliatory	  or	  middle-‐of-‐the-‐road	  approach.	  

In	  a	  Memorial	  Discourse	  published	  by	  the	  Session	  of	  15th	  Street	  Presbyterian	  Church	  soon	  
after	  the	  speech,	  the	  speech,	  which	  became	  known	  by	  its	  signature	  phrase	  "Let	  The	  Monster	  
Perish,	  Perish	  Now	  and	  Perish	  Forever,"	  was	  combined	  with	  Garnet's	  first	  major	  address	  to	  those	  
enslaved	  in	  the	  United	  States	  in	  Buffalo	  in	  1843	  and	  his	  message	  of	  thanks	  to	  the	  relief	  committee	  
after	  the	  anti-‐draft	  riots	  in	  New	  York	  City	  in	  1865.	  	  	  That	  original	  speech	  was	  considered	  
inflammatory	  because	  it	  called	  for	  a	  general	  strike	  and	  armed	  rebellion	  by	  those	  in	  slavery.	  	  In	  1863,	  
as	  the	  dean	  of	  black	  pastors	  in	  New	  York	  City,	  Garnet	  was	  sought	  by	  mobs	  for	  lynching.	  

Sen.	  Charles	  Sumner,	  the	  architect	  of	  Congressional	  Reconstruction,	  gave	  his	  copy	  of	  A	  
Memorial	  Discourse	  to	  the	  Harvard	  University	  library	  where	  the	  heavily	  annotated	  passages	  show	  
how	  Garnet	  guided	  Sumner's	  subsequent	  passage	  of	  the	  14th	  Amendment	  and	  15th	  Amendment.	  
That	  a	  mere	  18	  months	  later,	  Garnet	  saw	  his	  faith	  confirmed	  through	  God's	  movement	  in	  history	  is	  
a	  profound	  Scriptural	  lesson,	  the	  modern	  equivalent	  of	  the	  parting	  of	  the	  Red	  Sea.	  	  	  As	  the	  
Presbyterian	  Church	  discerns	  its	  adherence	  to	  the	  new	  Belhar	  Confession,	  Garnet's	  witness	  is	  the	  
roadmap	  for	  addressing	  such	  issues	  as	  the	  retention	  of	  Confederate	  statues	  and	  continuing	  
disparities	  in	  wealth,	  education,	  health	  and	  well-‐being.	  	  	  In	  that	  first	  speech,	  Garnet	  said,	  "Let	  Your	  
Motto	  Be	  Resistance,	  Resistance,	  Resistance."	  

Garnet	  has	  been	  obscured	  in	  a	  tide	  of	  revision	  which	  tells	  the	  story	  of	  the	  Civil	  War	  through	  
the	  lens	  of	  the	  Confederacy.	  	  Having	  ordained	  Garnet,	  still	  a	  fugitive	  slave,	  as	  an	  elder	  and	  then	  a	  
pastor	  in	  the	  Presbytery	  of	  Troy,	  the	  PCUSA	  has	  a	  responsibility	  to	  history	  and	  to	  the	  Creator	  to	  
witness	  his	  prophetic	  voice	  and	  to	  let	  his	  words	  speak	  not	  only	  for	  those	  in	  bondage	  but	  for	  the	  
spirit	  of	  unity	  and	  moral	  righteousness	  displayed	  by	  the	  American	  people	  in	  1865	  with	  the	  passage	  
of	  the	  13th	  Amendment.	  	  Garnet	  tells	  us	  today	  that	  the	  tough	  issues	  can	  be	  addressed,	  that	  right	  
can	  prevail	  and	  that	  justice	  only	  awaits	  our	  courage	  to	  speak	  as	  God	  would	  have	  us	  to	  do.	  
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On Endorsing the Open Letter from  
The National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine (NCCOP)  

to the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement 
 

 
The Presbytery of San Francisco overtures the 223rd General Assembly (2018) of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to: 

1. Formally receive and acknowledge the letter from the National Coalition of Christian 
Organizations in Palestine. 

2. Create a task force with representatives from all relevant appropriate, official 
PC(USA) staff, committees, task forces and mission networks to examine the NCCOP’s 
nine-part call to ecumenical solidarity for justice for Palestinians in the West Bank, 
Gaza, in Israel, throughout refugee camps and the diaspora. 

3. Following this recommendation, instruct the task force to determine the PC(USA) 
response and invite further ecumenical dialogue, most especially with the World 
Council of Churches, in that regard. 

4. Instruct the Stated Clerk to invite and encourage further ecumenical dialogue with our 
partner denominations, most especially with the World Council of Churches, in that 
regard. 

 
Rationale: 
 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has been a leader among its ecumenical peers in responding to 
the many calls for justice that have come from the Palestinian community for over a decade.  
 
In 2008, the 218th General Assembly endorsed the “Amman Call” regarding Arab-Israeli peace, issued 
by the World Council of Churches’ conference, “Churches Together for Peace and Justice in the Middle 
East,” at Amman, Jordan, June 18-20, 2007, including its affirmation of the UN resolutions that are the 
basis of a projected “two-state” solution, a shared Jerusalem, and the human rights of refugees and 
occupied peoples, its call to resist extremism and push for reconciliation, and its commitment to 
imperatives of ecumenical solidarity in action for Just Peace, directing that the Amman Call be printed in 
the Minutes of the General Assembly and considered in any study processes of the church. (www.pc-
biz.org) 
 
In 2010, the 219th General Assembly approved the report of the Middle East Study Committee entitled: 
“Breaking Down the Walls,” which to date was the most extensive examination of the injustices suffered as a 
result of the ongoing occupation of Palestine by the Israeli military.  In addition, the report made numerous 
recommendations that the church believed would help lead to justice and peace for both Palestine and Israel. 
 
In 2012, the 220th General Assembly called for the boycott of all Israeli products coming from the occupied 
Palestinian territories and called upon individual PC(USA) congregations to consider how they will respond 
to the call issued by the 2009 ecumenical Palestine Christian call for economic solidarity towards a just 
peace in Israel and Palestine that came through the Kairos Palestine Document, which was unanimously 
accepted by the heads of the leaders of all Christian traditions in Palestine. 
 
In 2014, the 221st General Assembly voted to divest from Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard and Motorola 
Solutions for profiting from non-peaceful pursuits in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  It also called for a 
full review of the longstanding and largely unexamined PC(USA) policy supporting a “two state solution” in 
Israel and Palestine. 
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In 2016, the 222nd General Assembly acted in the following ways: 
1. Approved the two-state study commissioned by the 221st General Assembly entitled: “For Human 

Values in the Absence of a Just Peace” written by the Advisory Committee on Social Witness Policy. 
2. Called for the Prayerful Study of the Palestinian Civil Society Call for Boycott, Divestment and 

Sanctions (BDS). 
3. Advocated for the safety and well-being of the children of Palestine and Israel. 
4. Affirmed Nonviolent Means of Resistance Against Human Oppression—which is an affirmation of 

the economic strategies of Presbyterians for over a century seeking to effect justice for oppressed 
peoples in many different situations in the United States and throughout the world. 

 
There can be no denying, historically speaking, that the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has  established a 
consistent record of supporting the Palestinian people in their pursuit of a just peace in Palestine and Israel 
and throughout the world.     
 
The National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine call is the latest in a long tradition of 
Palestinian Christians calling for justice in their homeland.  As the writers of this document make abundantly 
clear:  “Things are beyond urgent.  We are on the verge of a catastrophic collapse.  The current status-quo is 
unsustainable.  This could be our last chance to achieve a just peace.” 
 
We recognize that discussion of this document will engender much debate within our denomination and 
throughout the ecumenical Christian community.   But once again, since 2008 we have received formal calls 
from our Palestinian Christian brothers and sisters to take their plight seriously.  We have also taken 
seriously the burden shared by both Palestinian Christians and Muslims by responding to the 2005 
Palestinian Civil Society Call for boycott, divestment and sanctions.   What we are hearing from this latest 
call is that nothing is getting better, in fact it is getting worse, as occupation becomes entrenched and 
injustice persists. 
 
At the very least, as a Church that has partnered with Palestinian Christians and Muslims for the cause of 
nonviolent peacemaking for well over a decade, it is our obligation to take this latest call seriously and the 
way Presbyterians do that is to study and dialogue and respond.  This overture calls for us to continue our 
solidarity in this way.  This is especially critical in a time when our Palestinian Christian partners are open 
about sharing their struggles and questions about how long their witness as followers of Jesus Christ can last 
under a brutal occupation that does not respect the faiths of any of the occupied. 
 
The following is the open letter from the National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine: 
 
 

NCCOP 
National	  Coalition	  of	  Christian	  Organizations	  in	  Palestine	  

 
Open letter 

from The National Coalition of Christian Organizations in Palestine (NCCOP) to the 
World Council of Churches and the ecumenical movement 

Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. (Isa. 1:17) 
 
Background 
As we meet this month in Bethlehem in occupied Palestine, we are still suffering from 100 years of 
injustice and oppression that were inflicted on the Palestinian people beginning with the unjust and 
unlawful Balfour declaration, intensified through the Nakba and the influx of refugees, followed by 
the Israeli occupation of the West Bank including East Jerusalem and Gaza and the fragmentation 
of our people and our land through policies of isolation and confiscation of land, and the building of 
Jewish-only settlements and the Apartheid Wall. 
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We are still suffering because of one political declaration from a Western Empire, based on a 
twisted theological premise. Even some churches and few Christian leaders supported the 
establishment of the colonial state in our land, and totally ignored – even dehumanized – the nation, 
our people that had already existed here for centuries and paid the price for atrocities committed in 
Europe. 
 

Hundred years later with thousands of lives lost, towns and villages razed from the face of the earth 
– though not our memory –, millions of refugees, thousands of homes demolished and continued 
incarceration of prisoners, our Nakba goes on. 
 

Hundred years later and there is still no justice in our land! Discrimination and inequality, military 
occupation and systematic oppression are the rule. Today, we stand in front of an impasse and we 
have reached a deadlock. Despite all the promises, endless summits, UN resolutions, religious and 
lay leader’s callings – Palestinians are still yearning for their freedom and independence, and 
seeking justice and equality. Humanly speaking – we have reached the “moment of impossible”, as 
Emeritus Latin Patriarch Sabbah said recently. 
 

Could it be that we have reached this “impossible moment” because things were built from the very 
beginning – a hundred years ago – on an unjust premise? Should we expect that such an unjust 
declaration will create anything but strife and destruction? 
 

Today is also an opportunity to remember the Amman Call which was proclaimed ten years ago. 
We are thankful to those who stood with us back then in costly solidarity; those who stood for truth 
and justice. We are also concerned that ten years later the situation has been worsening on on the 
ground and still deteriorating. Like other initiatives advocating end of occupation, the Amman Call 
did not achieve its goals in building and achieving just peace and we must ask ourselves today – 
why? 
 

We are also concerned by Israel’s systemic assault on Palestinian creative resistance, and on our 
partners worldwide who use this method to pressure Israel to end the occupation. Many new laws 
were issued in Israel and around the world to oppose this creative non-violent resistance unlawfully, 
and to stop all effort towards peace. Not only is this an attack on the freedom of conscience and 
speech but it is also an assault on our right and duty to resist evil with good. Israel is even now 
trying to prevent pilgrims from visiting Bethlehem – the city of Emmanuel! 
 

While we are grateful for the ‘costly solidarity’ articulated in the Amman Call and exercised by 
many churches around the world, we are concerned that some churches have weakened their 
positions in the last ten years as a result of this manipulating pressure. Many still hide behind the 
cover of political neutrality, not wishing to offend their religious dialogue partners. 
Finally, we meet in an environment of religious wars and persecution in our region. Religious 
extremism is on the rise, and religious minorities have paid a heavy and painful price. We thank 
you for your efforts towards the refugees and towards ending the conflicts in our region. We also 
thank you for your support of persecuted Christians in places like Iraq and Syria. 
 
Our Call 
	  
“God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.”	  (Matthew	  5:6)	  

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness (Justice), for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me”.	  (Matthew	  5:10-11) 
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As we stand in front of this “impossible moment”, it gives us no pleasure to say that “we told you 
so” eight years ago when we declared the moment as a Kairos moment! We stand facing the 
impossible, but we have not lost hope, since as followers of the Risen One, we are the people of 
hope. However, we need you and we need you now more than ever. We need your costly solidarity. 
We need brave women and men who are willing to stand in the forefront. This is no time for 
shallow diplomacy Christians. We urge you to hear our call and adopt the following: 
	  
1. That you call things as they are: recognize Israel as an apartheid state in terms of international 
law and in agreement of what a person like Desmond Tutu said and as the UN ESCWA report said: 
“Israel is guilty of imposing an apartheid regime on the Palestinian people”. We are disturbed by 
the fact that States and churches are dealing with Israel as if the situation were normal, ignoring the 
reality of occupation, discrimination and daily death in the land. Just as churches united to end 
apartheid in South Africa and whereby the WCC played a courageous and pivotal prophetic and 
leadership role, we expect you to do the same! 
2. That you unequivocally condemn the Balfour declaration as unjust, and that you demand from 
the UK that it asks forgiveness from the Palestinian people and compensates for the losses. We ask 
that churches and Christians to support the Palestinians in their request for justice. It was his 
infamous declaration, after all that laid the ground for the concept of an ethno-religious state – the 
very same thing our region is suffering today. 
3. That you take a clear and the strongest theological stand against any theology or Christian group 
that justifies the occupation and privileges one nation over the other based on ethnicity or a 
covenant. We ask that you adopt and live the theology suggested by Kairos Palestine and that you 
organize conferences to bring awareness towards this end. 
4. That you take a stand against religious extremism and against any attempt to create a religious 
state in our land or region. We ask that you support us in combating the foundations of extremism 
and that you seek our council when acting against religious extremism so that you do not jeopardize 
and harm our standing here. 
5. That you revisit and challenge your religious dialogue partners, and that you are willing to even 
withdraw from the partnership if needed – if the occupation and injustices in Palestine and Israel are 
not challenged. 
6. That you lead campaigns for church leaders and pilgrims to visit Bethlehem and other Palestinian 
cities on this side of the wall in cooperation with Palestinian tourist and pilgrimage agencies, in 
response to recent attempts by Israel. We ask that you publicly challenge any attempt by Israel or 
other Christians that discourage pilgrims from visiting Palestinian places. 
7. That you defend our right and duty to resist the occupation creatively and nonviolently. We ask 
that you speak in support of economic measures that pressure Israel to stop the occupation and go 
further to support sport, cultural and academic measures against Israel until it complies with 
international law and UN resolutions urging the ending of its occupation, Apartheid and 
discriminations, and accepts refugees to return to their home land and properties. 
This is our last peaceful resort. In response to Israel’s war on BDS, we ask that you intensify that 
measures. 
8. That you create lobby groups in defense of Palestinian Christians. We ask that you publicly and 
legally challenge Christian organizations that discredit our work and legitimacy. 
9. We therefore propose as a matter of the greatest urgency that you create a strategic program 
within WCC similar to the Program “To Combat Racism” to lead efforts to lobby, advocate and 
develop active programs towards justice and peace in Palestine and Israel and work on maintaining 
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the presence of the Palestinian Christians through supporting their organizations, church work and 
peaceful efforts. 
As faithful witnesses, we acknowledge, affirm and continue the long standing prophetic tradition, 
especially the one started by the Amman Call and articulated in the Kairos Palestine document. We 
fully grasp the pressure church leaders are facing here and abroad not to speak the truth, and it is 
because of this that we are raising this call. 
Things are beyond urgent. We are on the verge of a catastrophic collapse. The current status-quo is 
unsustainable. This could be our last chance to achieve a just peace. As a Palestinian Christian 
community, this could be our last opportunity to save the Christian presence in this land. Our only 
hope as Christians comes from the fact that in Jerusalem, the city of God, and our city, there is an 
empty tomb, and Jesus Christ who triumphed over death and sin, brought to us and to all humanity, 
new life. 
 
We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 

not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 Cor. 4:8-9) 
	  
12	  June	  2017 
 
Jerusalem 
• Arab Catholic Scouts Group 
• Arab Orthodox Society – Jerusalem 
• Caritas- Jerusalem 
• Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees- Middle East Council of Churches 
• Greek Catholic Sayedat AlBishara Association 
• International Christian Committee 
• Laity Committee in the Holy Land 
• National Christian Association 
• Pontifical Mission Palestine 
• SABEEL – Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center 
• Seeds of Better life 
• Union of Arab Orthodox Club - Jerusalem 
• Young Men’s Christian Association –YMCA 
• Young Women’s Christian Association –YWCA 
Gaza 
NECC office 
Bethlehem (NCOB) 
Network of Christian Organizations in Bethlehem 
• The East Jerusalem YMCA /Beit Sahour Branch 
• The Arab Educational Institute, 
• Holy Land Trust, Bethlehem 
• Wi’am Center, Bethlehem 
• Saint Afram Assyrian Society, 
• Holy Land Christians Ecumenical Foundation, Bethlehem 
• Joint Advocacy Initiative (JAI) 
• Arab Orthodox Club, Beit Sahour 
• Arab Orthodox Club, Beit Jala 
• Arab Orthodox Club, Bethlehem 
• The Arab Orthodox Charitable Society, Beit Sahour 
• Bethlehem Bible College 
• Siraj Center for Holy Land Studies 
• Alternative Tourism Group, ATG, Beit Sahour 
• Senior Citizen Charitable Society 
• Environmental educational Center, Beit Jala 
• Saint Vincent Charitable Society, Beit Jala 
• Shepherds' Children Society, Beit Sahour 
KAIROS PALESTINE 
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On	  Jewish	  -‐	  Christian	  Dialogue	  and	  the	  Israeli	  Occupation	  of	  Palestine.	  
	   	  
RECOMMENDATION:	  
Call	  The	  223th	  (2018)	  General	  Assembly	  of	  the	  Presbyterian	  Church	  (U.S.A.)	  to:	  

1. Urge	  its	  members,	  congregations,	  presbyteries	  and	  national	  staff	  units,	  to	  reach	  out	  in	  
open,	  truthful	  dialogue	  with	  our	  Jewish	  colleagues,	  engaging	  the	  issue	  of	  the	  Israeli	  
occupation	  of	  Palestine.	  	  

2. Encourage	  freedom	  and	  boldness	  to	  criticize	  practices	  and	  policies	  of	  Israel,	  as	  we	  do	  any	  
other	  global	  political	  entity,	  without	  fear	  of	  being	  labelled	  anti-‐Semitic.	  

3. Insist	  that	  boundaries	  for	  acceptable	  discourse	  on	  Israel	  not	  be	  set	  unilaterally	  by	  
mainstream	  Jewish	  organizations,	  but	  mutually	  agreed	  upon	  by	  all	  responsible	  partners	  
in	  the	  discourse.	  

4. Listen	  to	  and	  acknowledge	  Christian	  voices	  suffering	  under	  occupation,	  which	  may	  
counter	  privileged	  American	  Jewish	  voices,	  who	  live	  in	  comfort	  with	  full	  equal	  rights,	  
thousands	  of	  miles	  from	  that	  same	  occupation.	  

5. Articulate	  our	  Reformed	  faith	  with	  confidence,	  humility	  and	  integrity,	  and	  anticipate	  
respect	  for	  our	  own	  faith	  convictions,	  as	  we	  also	  would	  respect	  others.	  

6. Assure	  confidentiality	  to	  Jewish	  colleagues	  who	  share	  perspectives	  which	  are	  critical	  of	  
Israel,	  and	  which	  may	  compromise	  their	  congregational	  or	  organizational	  standing.	  

7. Challenge	  dialogue	  partners	  to	  build	  on	  common	  values	  for	  justice	  and	  peace	  in	  
Israel/Palestine.	  If	  persistence	  dialogue	  fails	  to	  transform,	  withdrawing	  from	  that	  
partnership	  may	  be	  necessary.	  

8. Facilitate	  the	  above	  dialogue	  by	  directing	  the	  General	  Assembly	  Mission	  Council	  to	  
consider	  preparing	  study	  resources	  and	  urge	  Presbyteries	  to	  provide	  opportunities	  for	  
study	  to	  further	  educate	  church	  members	  about	  truthful,	  open	  interfaith	  dialogue.	  

	   	  
RATIONALE:	  

1. Collegiality	  of	  relations	  between	  Presbyterians	  and	  our	  Jewish	  colleagues	  in	  the	  decades	  
following	  the	  Holocaust,	  has	  included	  healthy	  and	  necessary	  self-‐examination	  regarding	  
Christian	  anti-‐Semitism	  in	  our	  scriptures	  and	  our	  theology,	  as	  well	  as	  partnership	  in	  a	  
wide	  range	  of	  social	  justice	  issues.	  Yet	  the	  issue	  of	  Israel	  is	  uncharacteristically	  fraught	  
with	  tension	  in	  recent	  years.	  This	  overture	  seeks	  to	  open	  a	  more	  honest,	  searching	  and	  
respectful	  season	  of	  dialogue	  that	  breaks	  new	  ground	  in	  these	  relationships.	  

2. Jews	  and	  Christians	  share	  the	  same	  Abrahamic	  tradition,	  the	  same	  God,	  values,	  holy	  text,	  
and	  the	  Holy	  Land,	  where	  Abraham,	  Moses	  and	  Jesus	  walked.	  Much	  of	  our	  interfaith	  
conversations	  center	  on	  safe	  programs	  and	  issues,	  and	  while	  meaningful,	  we	  tend	  to	  
avoid	  the	  single-‐most	  consequential	  issue	  of	  our	  day	  for	  Jews,	  Muslims	  and	  Christians.	  

3. For	  too	  long	  the	  foundation	  of	  dialogue	  rests	  upon	  ongoing	  Christian	  repentance	  for	  
anti-‐Jewishness,	  acceptance	  of	  Israel	  as	  central	  for	  Jewish	  identity,	  and	  unencumbered	  
by	  any	  substantive	  criticism	  of	  Israel.	  	  

4. When	  there	  is	  resistance	  to	  dialogue	  from	  others,	  we	  relinquish	  our	  resolve	  and	  
therefore	  are	  complicit	  to	  injustice	  by	  our	  silence.	  

5. Our	  relationship	  with	  Jesus	  Christ,	  his	  call	  to	  justice	  and	  peace,	  surpasses	  all	  others,	  
including	  our	  interfaith	  relationships.	  “We	  must	  stand	  by	  people	  in	  any	  form	  of	  suffering	  
and	  need,	  to	  stand	  where	  the	  Lord	  stands,	  against	  injustice	  and	  with	  the	  wronged;	  that	  
in	  following	  Christ,	  the	  church	  must	  witness	  against	  the	  powerful	  and	  privileged	  who	  
selfishly	  seek	  their	  own	  interests,	  and	  thus	  control	  and	  harm	  others.”	  (Belhar	  Confession)	  
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6. It	  may	  be	  that	  there	  is	  no	  other	  hope	  than	  through	  our	  united	  Jewish	  and	  Christian	  
efforts	  that	  the	  occupation	  might	  end	  and	  peace	  be	  attainable.	  

7. Jewish	  leadership,	  in	  the	  US,	  Israel	  and	  abroad	  privately	  acknowledge	  that	  the	  
occupation	  is	  apartheid,	  systematic	  ethnic	  cleansing,	  unsustainable	  as	  colonization,	  and	  
that	  a	  Jewish	  state	  is	  incompatible	  with	  democracy.	  They	  acknowledge	  that	  Zionism	  is	  
based	  on	  racism,	  is	  not	  equivalent	  to	  Judaism	  and	  does	  not	  reflect	  basic	  Jewish	  values.	  
Rabbis	  who	  avoid	  criticizing	  Israel	  for	  fear	  of	  dividing	  their	  congregations	  or	  losing	  
donors,	  are	  in	  a	  difficult	  position.	  While	  stifling	  themselves,	  they	  desire	  this	  conversation.	  	  

8. While	  being	  sympathetic	  to	  the	  state	  of	  Israel	  as	  a	  response	  to	  the	  atrocities	  of	  the	  
holocaust,	  it	  is	  not	  exempt	  from	  moral	  responsibility	  or	  accountability	  within	  the	  
framework	  of	  international	  law,	  and	  behavior	  demanded	  of	  any	  other	  nation.	  The	  United	  
States	  Department	  of	  State	  has	  declared:	  “Criticism	  of	  Israel	  similar	  to	  that	  leveled	  
against	  any	  other	  country	  cannot	  be	  regarded	  as	  anti-‐Semitic.”	  

9. Our	  U.S.	  special	  relationship	  with	  Israel	  provides	  it	  with	  more	  than	  one-‐third	  of	  all	  U.S.	  
foreign	  aid.	  We	  have	  a	  special	  responsibility	  to	  make	  sure	  that	  aid	  is	  used	  to	  promote	  
peace,	  not	  perpetuate	  social	  injustice.	  Our	  complicity	  with	  Israel	  obligates	  us	  to	  address	  
this	  concern.	  

10. “As	  much	  as	  we	  can,	  we	  should	  meet	  friendship	  with	  friendship,	  hostility	  with	  kindness,	  
generosity	  with	  gratitude,	  persecution	  with	  forbearance,	  truth	  with	  agreement,	  and	  
error	  with	  truth.”	  
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/principles_interfaith_dialogue.pdf	  

	  
Responding	  to	  People	  Who	  Say	  Criticizing	  Israel’s	  Occupation	  of	  Palestine	  is	  “Anti-‐Israel”	  
	  	  	  Many	  Jews	  and	  Christians	  in	  Israel	  and	  the	  United	  States	  who	  strongly	  support	  the	  State	  of	  
Israel	  are	  also	  deeply	  troubled	  by	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  the	  Palestinian	  territories	  in	  the	  West	  
Bank	  and	  Gaza.	  It	  is	  with	  pain	  and	  sorrow	  that	  friends	  of	  Israel	  witness	  Israel’s	  oppressive	  
policies	  and	  actions	  in	  the	  West	  Bank.	  It	  is	  with	  great	  sadness	  the	  promise	  of	  human	  rights	  for	  all	  
peoples	  in	  the	  Holy	  Land	  for	  which	  we	  hoped,	  is	  unrealized,	  replaced	  instead	  by	  policies	  that	  
promote	  the	  interests	  and	  rights	  of	  Israeli	  Jewish	  citizens,	  and	  that	  deny	  human	  rights	  and	  a	  
nationality	  to	  Palestinians.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  It	  is	  hard	  for	  many	  Americans	  and	  Christians	  to	  openly	  criticize	  Israeli	  actions.	  We	  may	  fear	  
disturbing	  our	  relationships	  with	  some	  of	  our	  Jewish	  or	  Christian	  brothers	  and	  sisters.	  It	  is	  
difficult	  for	  many	  Christians	  to	  publicly	  criticize	  the	  policies	  of	  Israel’s	  government	  for	  fear	  that	  
legitimate	  criticism	  may	  be	  seen	  as	  anti-‐Israel	  or	  anti-‐Semitic.	  Some	  Christians	  believe	  they	  must	  
silence	  their	  criticism	  of	  Israel’s	  polices	  because	  of	  the	  history	  of	  the	  Holocaust	  and	  the	  failure	  of	  
many	  Christians	  to	  speak	  out	  at	  the	  time.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	  Israeli	  occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  Gaza	  and	  the	  infrastructure	  of	  the	  illegal	  Israeli	  
settlements,	  by-‐pass	  roads,	  checkpoints	  and	  separation	  wall/barrier	  that	  constitute	  the	  
oppression	  of	  the	  Palestinian	  people	  are	  in	  plain	  view	  for	  all	  to	  see.	  But	  when	  confronted	  with	  
criticism,	  those	  who	  defend	  the	  military	  occupation	  often	  use	  the	  following	  tactics:	  	  
• Ignore	  irrefutable	  facts	  on	  the	  ground:	  illegal	  settlements,	  checkpoints,	  separation	  wall,	  

bypass	  roads,	  and	  denial	  of	  Palestinian	  human	  rights.	  	  
• Deflect,	  confuse	  and	  conflate	  issues	  to	  divert	  attention	  from	  the	  facts	  on	  the	  ground.	  	  	  
• Intimidate	  those	  who	  oppose	  Israel’s	  laws,	  practices	  and	  policies	  that	  suppress	  Palestinian	  

human	  rights	  with	  accusations	  that	  they	  are	  anti-‐Israel,	  anti-‐Semitic	  and/or	  support	  
terrorism.	  
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• Never	  call	  the	  Palestinian	  people	  “Palestinians”.	  Call	  them	  “Arabs”	  and	  then	  cite	  anti-‐Israel	  
actions	  by	  Iran,	  Syria,	  Hezbollah	  and	  other	  Arab	  states	  to	  justify	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  
Palestine.	  	  	  

• Claim	  Israel	  is	  the	  victim,	  not	  the	  oppressor.	  	  	  
• Ask	  why	  critics	  of	  Israel’s	  practices	  focus	  on	  Israel	  instead	  of	  other	  world	  problem	  areas.	  
	  
Responses	  to	  false	  claims	  that	  critics	  of	  Israel’s	  occupation	  practices	  and	  policies	  in	  the	  West	  
Bank	  and	  Gaza	  are	  “anti-‐Israel”:	  	  
	  

Is	  criticism	  of	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  Gaza	  “anti-‐Israel”?	  
	  	  	  	  No.	  Such	  criticism	  intentionally	  focuses	  on	  Israel’s	  laws,	  practices	  and	  polices	  that	  promote	  
the	  occupation	  of	  Palestinian	  territories	  and	  not	  Israel’s	  right	  to	  exist.	  Most	  critics	  of	  Israel’s	  
occupation	  of	  Palestine	  also	  strongly	  support	  the	  right	  of	  Israel	  to	  exist	  within	  the	  
internationally	  recognized	  1967	  borders	  and	  emphatically	  condemn	  violence	  against	  civilians	  by	  
all	  parties.	  Israel,	  like	  all	  nations,	  has	  the	  right	  to	  provide	  security	  for	  their	  citizens	  by	  taking	  
appropriate	  measures	  that	  are	  consistent	  with	  international	  law.	  Holding	  Israel	  accountable	  to	  
these	  same	  global	  standards	  is	  not	  anti-‐Israel.	  
	  	  	  	  Many	  Israeli	  and	  American	  Jews	  oppose	  settlement	  colonies	  on	  Palestinian	  land,	  all	  of	  which	  
are	  illegal	  under	  international	  law.	  Within	  the	  Israeli	  and	  U.S.	  Jewish	  communities	  there	  is	  a	  
growing,	  active	  and	  passionate	  debate	  about	  whether	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  
Gaza	  is	  in	  the	  best	  interest	  of	  Israel.	  Each	  side	  in	  this	  debate	  is	  pro-‐Israel,	  trying	  to	  discern	  how	  
to	  assure	  a	  secure,	  viable	  and	  sustainable	  state.	  Christians	  must	  support	  the	  pro-‐Israel	  positions	  
that	  advocate	  for	  human	  rights	  and	  justice	  for	  the	  Palestinian	  people,	  and	  reject	  the	  positions	  
that	  promote	  the	  systematic	  oppression	  of	  the	  Palestinian	  people.	  When	  patriotic	  Americans	  
spoke	  out	  against	  slavery,	  racial	  segregation,	  or	  the	  Vietnam	  and	  Iraqi	  wars,	  some	  Americans	  
falsely	  accused	  them	  of	  being	  anti-‐American.	  Critics	  of	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  Palestine	  may	  also	  
be	  falsely	  accused	  of	  being	  anti-‐Israel,	  but	  they	  are	  not.	  They	  are	  pro-‐human	  rights.	  

Is	  criticism	  of	  Israel’s	  occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  Gaza	  anti-‐Semitic?	  
	  	  	  	  	  No.	  Anti-‐Semitism	  is	  discrimination	  against	  or	  prejudice	  or	  hostility	  toward	  Jews.	  Criticism	  of	  
Israeli	  government	  actions	  is	  not	  criticism	  of	  Jews	  as	  people	  or	  of	  Jewish	  religion	  or	  culture.	  
Many	  Jewish	  individuals	  and	  human	  rights	  organizations	  oppose	  Israel’s	  continued	  occupation	  
of	  Palestine.	  Christians	  must,	  with	  confidence,	  reject	  any	  politically	  motivated	  charges	  of	  anti-‐
Semitism	  that	  are	  made	  to	  silence	  legitimate	  criticism	  of	  Israel’s	  apartheid	  practices.	  This	  kind	  of	  
hyperbolic	  language	  is	  untrue,	  harms	  civil	  discourse	  and	  serves	  to	  hamper	  efforts	  to	  monitor	  
and	  prevent	  Israeli	  human	  rights	  violations.	  	  

Why	  must	  Christians	  speak	  out	  against	  the	  Israeli	  occupation	  of	  Palestine?	  
	  	  	  	  	  After	  World	  War	  II	  when	  the	  horror	  of	  the	  Holocaust	  was	  revealed,	  Jews	  around	  the	  world	  
said	  “never	  again.”	  Many	  Christians	  around	  the	  world	  were	  shamed	  by	  their	  silence	  during	  the	  
1930’s	  as	  Jews	  in	  Germany	  were	  given	  special	  cards	  identifying	  their	  religion,	  had	  their	  
businesses	  shut	  down,	  had	  their	  land	  expropriated	  and	  were	  confined	  to	  live	  in	  separated	  
enclaves	  or	  ghettos.	  Christians	  vowed	  that	  never	  again	  would	  they	  be	  silent	  if	  a	  government	  
passed	  laws	  establishing	  and	  maintaining	  the	  domination	  by	  one	  ethnic	  group	  over	  another	  
ethnic	  group	  through	  systematic	  separation,	  oppression	  and	  denial	  of	  basic	  human	  rights.	  
Silence	  in	  the	  face	  of	  evil	  was	  wrong	  then,	  and	  it	  is	  wrong	  now.	  Christians	  spoke	  out	  in	  the	  
1950’s	  against	  segregation	  in	  the	  United	  States	  and	  in	  the	  1970s	  against	  apartheid	  in	  South	  
Africa.	  They	  must	  again	  raise	  their	  voices	  and	  speak	  out	  Israel’s	  violation	  of	  human	  rights	  and	  
international	  law	  in	  Palestine.	  
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How	  may	  criticism	  of	  Israel’s	  occupation	  policies	  affect	  interfaith	  relations	  between	  
Jews	  and	  Christians?	  
	  	  	  	  	  Building	  strong	  interfaith	  relationships	  with	  our	  Jewish	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  is	  important.	  
They	  are	  built	  on	  mutual	  interest,	  honesty	  and	  integrity.	  Inter-‐faith	  conversations	  encompass	  
social	  justice	  issues	  such	  as	  hunger,	  homelessness,	  discrimination,	  human	  rights,	  war	  and	  peace.	  
Israel’s	  policies	  in	  occupied	  Palestine	  are	  but	  one	  issue.	  The	  Jewish	  community	  itself	  is	  divided	  
on	  it.	  Honest	  dialog	  ultimately	  builds	  stronger	  relationships,	  while	  silence	  erodes	  them.	  Through	  
honest	  dialog	  we	  may	  find	  Jewish	  people	  who	  support	  the	  occupation	  and	  others	  who	  agree	  it	  
must	  end.	  We	  must	  have	  confidence	  that	  our	  inter-‐faith	  relationships,	  built	  on	  many	  social	  
justice	  issues,	  are	  strong	  enough	  to	  sustain	  a	  disagreement	  on	  the	  wisdom	  of	  Israel’s	  continued	  
occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  Gaza.	  	  	  

Is	  Israel’s	  militarily	  occupation	  of	  Palestine	  needed	  for	  security	  reasons?	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  No.	  At	  any	  time	  since	  1967	  Israel	  could	  have	  allowed	  the	  United	  Nations	  to	  occupy	  the	  West	  
Bank	  and	  provide	  security.	  U.N.	  peacekeeping	  missions	  have	  been	  successful	  in	  dozens	  of	  
countries.	  However,	  if	  the	  U.N.	  had	  occupied	  Palestine	  to	  provide	  security	  in	  1967	  or	  anytime	  
thereafter,	  it	  would	  have	  preserved	  the	  land	  for	  residents	  of	  a	  Palestinian	  state	  and	  not	  allowed	  
Israel	  to	  expropriate	  Palestinian	  land	  to	  build	  Jewish	  settlement	  colonies.	  Israel	  does	  not	  need	  
to	  occupy	  the	  West	  Bank	  for	  security	  reasons.	  It	  chooses	  to	  occupy	  the	  West	  Bank	  so	  it	  can	  
expand	  its	  borders	  and	  dominate	  the	  Palestinian	  people.	  

Why	  single	  out	  Israel	  when	  social	  injustices	  occur	  in	  many	  middle	  eastern	  countries?	  
	  	  	  	  	  Since	  Israel	  receives	  more	  than	  one-‐third	  of	  all	  U.S.	  foreign	  aid,	  we	  are	  responsible	  and	  
accountable	  for	  its	  use	  to	  prevent	  social	  injustice,	  not	  to	  perpetuate	  it.	  Israel	  is	  the	  world’s	  16th	  
richest	  country,	  has	  the	  4th	  largest	  army,	  is	  the	  3rd	  largest	  arms	  producer,	  the	  6th	  largest	  arms	  
dealer,	  the	  4th	  largest	  nuclear	  power	  (refusing	  to	  sign	  the	  nuclear	  non-‐proliferation	  treaty),	  and	  
has	  defied	  70	  United	  Nations	  Security	  Council	  resolutions	  seeking	  peaceful	  reconciliation	  
between	  Israelis	  and	  Palestinian.	  U.S.	  complicity	  with	  Israel	  obligates	  us	  to	  address	  this.	  

Do	  Israel’s	  laws,	  policies	  and	  practices	  towards	  Palestinians	  constitute	  apartheid?	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Under	  the	  1973	  United	  Nations	  convention,	  “apartheid”	  means	  acts	  committed	  for	  the	  
purpose	  of	  establishing	  and	  maintaining	  domination	  by	  one	  racial	  group	  over	  any	  other	  racial	  
group	  and	  systematically	  oppressing	  them.	  Practices	  constituting	  apartheid	  include:	  
• Denying	  basic	  human	  freedoms,	  including	  the	  freedom	  of	  movement,	  residence,	  opinion,	  

expression,	  peaceful	  assembly	  and	  freedom	  from	  arbitrary	  arrest	  and	  imprisonment.	  
• Denying	  basic	  human	  rights,	  including	  the	  right	  to	  a	  nationality,	  to	  education,	  to	  leave	  and	  to	  

return	  to	  one’s	  country,	  to	  work	  and	  to	  form	  recognized	  trade	  unions.	  
• Expropriating	  landed	  property	  belonging	  to	  a	  racial	  group	  or	  groups	  or	  to	  members	  thereof.	  
• Legislative	  measures,	  designed	  to	  divide	  the	  population	  along	  racial	  lines	  by	  the	  creation	  of	  

separate	  reserves	  and	  ghettos	  for	  the	  members	  of	  a	  racial	  group	  or	  groups	  
	  	  	  	  	  In	  May	  1967,	  Palestinian	  residents	  of	  the	  West	  Bank,	  as	  Jordanian	  citizens,	  enjoyed	  most	  of	  
the	  basic	  human	  rights	  and	  freedoms	  of	  a	  modern	  nation.	  But	  since	  June	  1967,	  these	  residents	  
have	  been	  stripped	  of	  most	  of	  these	  rights	  by	  an	  Israeli	  military	  occupation	  that	  systematically	  
distinguishes,	  excludes,	  dominates	  and	  oppresses	  Palestinians	  on	  grounds	  of	  ethnicity.	  The	  
Israeli	  occupation	  of	  the	  West	  Bank	  and	  Gaza	  and	  the	  infrastructure	  of	  the	  illegal	  Israeli	  
settlements,	  by-‐pass	  roads,	  checkpoints	  and	  separation	  wall/barrier	  that	  constitute	  the	  
oppression	  of	  the	  Palestinian	  people,	  constitutes	  apartheid	  as	  defined	  by	  the	  United	  Nations.	  
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On Directing the Board of Pensions and the Presbyterian Church (USA)  
Foundation to Divest from Fossil Fuel and Actively Invest in Securities that Focus on 

Renewable Energy 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Presbytery of San Francisco overtures the 223rd General Assembly to 
 

1. Commend the Board of Pensions and Presbyterian Foundation for creating fossil free 
options for participants, and the Mission Responsibility Through Investment Committee 
for increased engagement with companies in the Fossil Fuel industry-- actions that 
embody the beginning of a faithful response to the devastating and urgent reality of 
climate change.  

 
2. Recognize that by continuing to hold investments in the fossil-fuel companies that most 

egregiously contribute to the climate crisis, the PC(USA) is complicit in harming God’s 
creation and “the least of these” who are disproportionately affected by climate change.  

 
3. Direct the Board of Pensions and the Presbyterian Foundation to divest from the fossil 

fuel industry. 
 

4. Direct the Board of Pensions and the Presbyterian Foundation to actively seek out and 
invest in securities of companies whose predominant focus is in renewable and/or 
energy efficiency. 
 

5. Direct the Board of Pensions and the Presbyterian Foundation to report to the 224th 
General Assembly (2020) about their progress in effecting recommendations 3 and 4.  

 
Rationale 
 

People on the front lines of climate change, particularly people of color, are 
disproportionately impacted by climate change. Countless individuals and organizations among 
"the least of these" have prophetically called upon the world to divest from fossil fuels. Earlier 
this year, for example, Ladonna Brave Bull Allard, one of the Native Water Protectors at 
Standing Rock said, 'We will be everywhere to let people know that there’s a better way to live, 
there’s a better way to live with the Earth, with green energy, and that it’s time for us now to 
start divesting from fossil fuel, because we must save the water. We must save the water."  We 
are thus called to take prophetic action in light of these voices and the imminent dangers on 
which they shed light.  

 
The PC(USA) has debated divestment from the fossil fuel industry during the last two General 
Assemblies (221st in 2014 and 222nd in 2016). 
 

In 2014, the Presbytery of Boston sent the overture “On Divestment from Fossil Fuel 
Companies” with 11 presbyteries concurring. 
 
In 2016, the Presbytery of San Francisco sent the overture “On PC(USA) Fossil Fuel 
Divestment” with 31 presbyteries concurring.  

 
Prior to the 22nd Assembly, nine former moderators signed a letter urging the commissioners to 
support the overture to divest.1 Their reasoning included, “because of the grave and urgent threat 

                                                
 1 http://www.fossilfreepcusa.org/moderators-letter/	  	  	  
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of climate change and the fossil fuel sector’s well-documented and unyielding refusal to change, 
it is no longer morally or ethically right for the PC(USA) to profit from companies that are 
creating ecological destruction and human suffering on such a monumental scale.” 

 
Our denomination has already recognized the moral mandate for humanity to shift to a 
sustainable energy plan in a way that is both just and compassionate, not least of which includes 
the support of carbon neutrality in 2006. These statements have all been founded on the biblical 
call to love and care for creation.  

 
We have actively worked as a denomination to reduce our use of fossil fuels and shrink our 
carbon footprint in our congregations and individual lives. These biblical and denominational 
mandates compel us to look at our collective investments.   

 
As a denomination, we have long held that we cannot profit from the companies whose policies 
are harmful to any living thing. For nearly a century, the church has not invested in companies 
producing alcohol, tobacco, gambling, the military, or those that contribute to violations of 
human rights. The General Assembly thus declared in 1968, “the [Church’s] power to spend and 
to invest includes the power to refrain from spending or investing. The church has not only the 
right but the responsibility to be selective in the use of its funds.”   

 
The General Assembly reinforced this form of stewardship in 1992, affirming that it does not and 
will not invest in any “sin stocks.” In addition to these broad industries, General Assemblies 
have also divested from the Duke Energy coal mining company because of its treatment of its 
workers, Chevron after it sold fuel to the South African apartheid government, Talisman Energy 
for building a pipeline in Sudan that threatened human rights, and Hewlett Packard, Caterpillar, 
and Motorola for profiting from human rights abuses in the occupied Palestinian territory.  

 
Some of these divestment actions came after a long process of corporate engagement by the 
church’s Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) committee. Other divestment 
decisions were made outside the realm of MRTI. 

 
Climate change represents deep harm to the whole biosphere, including especially marginalized 
people, so it is imperative that we would divest from the industry most responsible for that harm, 
as outlined in the Carbon Underground 2002 list 

 
And already as a denomination we are taking some steps. The Foundation has introduced 
financial products that provide comparable return on investment without supporting fossil fuel 
companies, and the Board of Pensions has a fossil-free option for their 403-B plan. Synods, 
presbyteries, congregations and individuals have moved their investments to such funds, and we 
commend them for doing so.  
 
But while these actions among individuals and various Presbyterian entities are faithful 
responses to the growing crisis of climate change, they fall far short of the institutional actions 
necessary to make a significant difference. It is time for fossil free investments to be the norm 
instead of the option. 
 

                                                
2 http://fossilfreeindexes.com/the-carbon-underground/ The Carbon Underground 200 is an annually 

updated listing of the top 100 public coal companies globally and the top 100 public oil and gas companies globally, 
ranked by the potential carbon emissions content of their reported reserves. The list is produced and maintained 
by Fossil Free Indexes, LLC. 
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CHURCH 2008 2009 2010 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Alameda, First X X
Alameda, Korean
Berkeley, Calvary X X X
Berkeley, First X X X X
Berkeley, St. John's X X X X X
Burlingame, First X X
Clayton, Clayton  Valley X X X X X X X X X
Concord, First X X X X
Concord, Ygnacio Valley
Daly City, Broadmoor X X X X X X X X
Daly City, Golden Gate
Discovery Bay, Delta X X X X X
Dublin, John Knox X X X  X X X X
Fremont Immanuel
Fremont, Irvington
Hayward, First X
Hayward, Mt. Eden X
Hayward, W. Hills
Hayward, New Bridges n/a n/a n/a X X X
Lafayette-Orinda X X X X X
Livermore, First X X X X X X X X X
Newark, First
Oakland, Chinese
Oakland, College Ave.
Oakland, Elmhurst
Oakland, Faith X X X X X
Oakland, First X X X X X X
Oakland, Fruitvale
Oakland, Montclair X X X
Oakland, Park Blvd. X
Oakland, Primera X
Pacifica, St. Andrew X X X X X X X X X
Pittsburg, Community X X X X X X X X
Pleasant Hill, St. Andrew's X X X X X X X
Pleasanton, Tri-Valley
Portola Valley, Valley X X X X X
Richmond, First X X X X X X X
Richmond, Sojourner Truth X
San Bruno, Bethany X X
San Carlos, Trinity X X X X X
SF, Calvary X
SF, Chinatown X
SF, Christ United X X X X
SF, Covenant
SF, First United X X X X X
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CHURCH 2008 2009 2010 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

SF, GKI
SF, Good News
SF, Grace Korean
SF, Iglesia X
SF, Ingleside
SF, Korean X X
SF, Lakeside X X X X
SF, Lincoln Park X X
SF, Mission Bay n/a
SF, New Liberation
SF, Noe Valley X X 
SF, Ocean Ave.
SF, Old First X X X X
SF, Seventh Ave. X
SF, St. James
SF, St. John's X X X X
SF, St. Paul's
San Leandro, Bethel
San Leandro, Christ X X
San Leandro, First X X X
San Mateo, First X X X X X X
San Mateo, Latinos Unidos n/a n/a n/a
San Mateo, Sturge X X X X
San Ramon, Agape
Walnut Creek, ATC Grace
Walnut Creek, Grace X X X


