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The Vision Project aims to empower refugee girls by giving them the skills and support they need 
to envision their futures.  The Vision Project is a program of the International Rescue Committee 
in Northern California (www.rescue.org/Oakland), part of one of the world's leading refugee aid 
and resettlement agencies.  Charity Navigator (www.charitynavigator.org) has awarded the IRC 
eleven consecutive 4-star ratings.  The IRC in Northern California launched the Vision Project for 
refugee girls in Oakland middle schools and high schools in 2017.  
 
Old First Presbyterian Church believes so strongly in the Vision Project that we are offering a 
dollar-for-dollar match, to encourage congregations that have not previously done so to support 
the Project and double the impact of their gifts.   
 
The matching gift offer applies to contributions made by check directly to the IRC and sent to its 
Oakland office with the Vision Project designated on the memo line:  
 

 International Rescue Committee 
 Attn:  Kristen Borash 
 440 Grand Avenue, Suite 500 
 Oakland, CA 94610 
 

No money for this in the budget?  You can have a cabaret night, bake sale, car wash, benefit 
concert, or circle or youth group fundraiser.  The IRC will gladly accept gifts of any amount.    
 
Old First will match gifts dollar-for-dollar from $10 up to $1,000 per congregation.  Old First’s 
total overall amount available for matches is $8,000.  To request a match, send us a copy of the 
IRC’s thank-you letter acknowledging your contribution.  Your match request must be received 
by October 1, 2018.  For more information or to request a match, please contact Bill Campbell at 
(415) 599 0206 or williamfcampbell@comcast.net. 
 
 
 

http://www.oldfirst.org/
http://www.rescue.org/Oakland
http://www.charitynavigator.org/
mailto:williamfcampbell@comcast.net


The Vision Project aims to empower refugee girls and 

change perceptions within their communities by providing 

girls with the skills and support they need to envision a posi-

tive future and ultimately achieve their goals. The IRC in 

Northern California successfully launched the Vision Project 

and has already run two times serving 25 resettled refugee 

girls. The represented eight countries—from Afghanistan to 

Guatemala– spoke five different languages, and ranged 

from 11 to 18 years old. 

Going forward, the Vision Project will run two times a year, 

in August and December. Through full-day workshops over 

the course of a week, the girls will envision their future 

selves. The program is designed to harness local community 

resources, including the perspectives of local female pro-

fessionals who visit each day to share their own experienc-

es and engage in discussions. The week culminates in a se-

ries of photo shoots—one of each girl—where they embody 

their future selves achieving a career-related goal. 

The program impacts three groups: 

The Girls: The population most directly impacted by The Vision Project is the girls themselves. They develop 

self-confidence, build friendships, and envision a plan for their futures. 

Their Families: Refugees can arrive to the United States with preconceived ideas about their daughters’ 

professional potential, shaped either by their home culture or years of an uncertain future. Parents present-

ed with the final images at the conclusion of the program participate in seeing their daughters potential. 

Their Community: After the April run, the IRC in Northern California took the photographs to different com-

munity events and saw first-hand how the images can change public perception of who a refugee girl is 

and can be. Moving forward this will be a research component built into the program’s design. 

Each year, tens of thousands of refugees fleeing violence and persecution resettle in the United States,  

including the Bay Area. Resettlement means a fresh start and opportunity, especially for adolescent girls 

whose futures had been limited by a lack of access to education and opportunities and restrictive ideas 

about women. Here, these girls have the chance to improve themselves, their families & their communities. 



The IRC in Northern California is seeking $40,000 annually to support two week-long runs of The Vision Pro-

ject. This covers staff time, materials, facility space, transportation for the girls & their families, lunches & 

snacks, and printing of the final photographs. The Vision Project is community-sustained, with financial 

and in-kind donations coming from local individuals, foundations, and businesses. Our goal is to secure as 

much support as possible in-kind. 

For more information on making a gift, sponsoring a girl, or purchasing a photo: Kristen.Borash@rescue.org 

For more on being a mentor, giving in-kind, or providing space: Emily.Jackson@rescue.org 
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Solyana Tesfu performs a song with interpreter Lezak
Shallat during the Vision Project event at Oakland

International High School . Tesfu was among 10 girls

Refugee girls Refugee Manizgha Nassimi, (right), Vision Project
facilitator Emily Simon, (middle), and Solyana Tesfu look at pictures of
themselves. The Vision Project for for adolescent refugee girls holds a
workshop with Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf at Oakland International
High School in Oakland, Calif. on January 4th, 2018. Refugee girls

Refugee Manizgha Nassimi, (right), Vision Project...

Cynics in America can look to resettled refugees for inspiration
Otis R. Taylor Jr. East Bay Columnist
January 9, 2018 Updated: January 10, 2018 6:00am sfchronicle.com

Growing up in Afghanistan, Manizgha Nassimi
dreamed of being a dentist, a fantasy she knew
was impossible to achieve in her native country.

“I already knew that after high school I will be at
home so I cannot go to college,” said Manizgha,
17. “But when I came to the United States, I was
like, ‘I have a goal.’”

Today, Manizgha lives in East Oakland with her
parents and two brothers — refugees who have
embraced the United States as a land of hope,
promise and opportunity. Refugees like Manizgha
are appreciative of what America has long
represented — and they’re willing to work hard for
their place in this country.

At a time when many Americans have become cynical, it’s uplifting to hear stories from young refugees like
Manizgha, a senior at Oakland International High School. Last week, she and nine other refugee girls
participated in a program to help them envision professional careers.

Manizgha comes from a country where girls can’t dream out loud. They are laughed at — or worse,
punished. According to an October report by Human Rights Watch, a research and advocacy organization,
two-thirds of Afghan girls don’t attend school.

Manizgha was lucky to attend private schools in Afghanistan, but she said she was the only girl in her
classes. Her teachers were men. And even if she’d graduated from high school, she probably wouldn’t
have received a diploma.

“If you want to have a document, you have to pay a lot of money to the government and get a lot of different
people to sign it for you,” she said of the costly process that can take up to five years.

In Oakland, Manizgha is delighted to see other Muslim girls in
school.

“When I see Muslim people, it makes me happy because I
know, it’s not just in my country, it’s in other countries, they
treat women badly,” she said. “A lot of boys I know, they think
the woman should stay at home. They cannot go to school.

“Girls have a lot of freedoms here. They can do whatever
boys can do. That was kind of surprising.”

These are some of the people the president wants to stop
from coming to America.

http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Cynics-in-America-can-look-to-resettled-refugees-12485911.php
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International High School . Tesfu was among 10 girls
attending the workshop. Solyana Tesfu performs a song

with interpreter Lezak Shallat during...
In September, the administration announced plans to cap the
refugees the country will accept in 2018 at 45,000, which

would be the lowest level in almost four decades.

That’s right — it’s even lower than after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The Obama administration set the cap at 110,000 for 2017, but only about half of that were admitted
because the current administration put a hold on the refugee resettlement program as it tested the waters
with travel ban executive orders.

The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimates that 65 million people globally
have been displaced by conflicts, persecution and human rights violations. It’s the highest number of
refugees since World War II.

Oakland is home to a vibrant refugee community. In 2017, 337 refugees resettled here. The number
includes 86 girls, 12 of high school age. According to the International Rescue Committee, a nonprofit
refugee resettlement agency, approximately 430 girls have resettled in Oakland in the past five years, 60 of
high school age.

The program held last week by the International Rescue Committee for Manizgha and nine other refugee
girls to help them envision professional careers had a message: In America, anything is possible and
dreams can come true.

As part of the Vision Project program, the girls were introduced to a pediatrician, journalist, architect,
musician, lawyer, social worker and marine biologist.

The program culminates in a photo shoot the girls direct. Think: If a girl wants to be a doctor, she can put
on the white lab coat in a hospital as if making her rounds. One girl, who wants to be a computer scientist,
envisioned working in an office with a skyline view of San Francisco and a strawberry milkshake topped
with whip cream on her desk.

Another girl wants to be a therapist.

“I want to help people,” said Adriana Mejia, 15, from El Salvador. “I have had a lot of challenges that made
me go through emotional problems, and I want to help people that went through the same as me.”

San Francisco Chronicle columnist Otis R. Taylor Jr. appears Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Email:  Twitter: otaylor@sfchronicle.com @otisrtaylorjr

http://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/Cynics-in-America-can-look-to-resettled-refugees-12485911.php
http://twitter.com/otisrtaylorjr
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