
Calling ALL Presbyterian Women 

You are invited to the Fall Gathering 

When: Saturday, October 6, 2018 

Where: Presbytery of San Francisco Office 
545 Ashbury Avenue 
El Cerrito, CA 94530 

  9:30    Fellowship 

        10:00-12:00    Business and Program 

PW Churchwide Gathering recap 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

12:00 Luncheon ($5.00 Donation) 

To Rsvp or questions: betty.delaney@sbcglobal.net 

Spirit 
PW in the PRESBYTERY OF SAN FRANCISCO    FALL 2018 



 

Horizons Bible Study Day - God’s Promise: I Am With You 

Saturday, September 22, 2018 | 10:00am – 4:00pm 
$42 in advance | $50 at the door  (includes lunch) 
San Francisco Theological Seminary | Lower Alexander Hall 
40 Kensington Rd, San Anselmo 

God’s Promise: I Am with You takes readers on a journey through scripture to consider circumstances in 
which God articulated God’s promise of presence. This study does not delve deeply into manifestations 
of God’s presence but rather on God’s actual articulation of God’s promise. We will see anew that God 
offered these words of profound comfort and commitment to individuals and communities from the time 
of the patriarchs to that of the prophets; from the judges to the kings; before, during, and after the exile; 
into the New Testament and beyond, to the end of the age.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Rev. Sutherlun grew up in Texas and New Mexico, the middle child of a 6th-generation pastor. She 
briefly bucked the family ministry tradition by earning a Master’s Degree in Education at Austin 
College and teaching school in inner-city Dallas for 2 years.  Before attending Princeton Theological 
Seminary, she did mission work in Malawi, Africa and served churches in Texas and Oklahoma. 
Ordained pastoral ministry led her first to Huntington, West Virginia and then to San Marcos, Texas 
where she serves as co-Pastor with her husband, Joshua, at First Presbyterian Church of San Marcos. 
They have four children.  
 
For more information and to REGISTER ONLINE:  www.sfts.edu 
 
 
 

http://www.sfts.edu/


Report from the Moderator 

Greetings PW Sisters, 

2017-2018 was a remarkably busy and blessed year.  This annual report 
highlights some of the activities demonstrating our faithfulness to the 
organization’s purpose: 

1. To build an inclusive, caring community of women that
strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and witnesses
to the promise of God’s kingdom.

2. To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible Study.
3. To support the mission of the church worldwide.
4. To work for peace and justice.

Presbyterian Women don’t work in isolation.  PW causes were uplifted 
and supported through our service on presbytery, synod, general 
assembly and national PW committees.  A core of women attended the 
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women, held Aug. 2-5, 2018, in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  We were the largest group in attendance from the 
Synod of the Pacific.  The conference, ”Arise, shine, your light has 
come”, based on Isaiah 60:1, was a spiritual, educational and energizing 
experience.    

For me, the Gathering emphasized the fact that God calls us to be agents 
of change.  The first two words of the Isaiah passage, “arise”, “shine”, 
are both action verbs and commandments.  Workshop sessions, exhibit 
hall booths, and plenary sessions did more than provide information 
about conditions in our nation and the world that require our attention 
and support.  In addition, they provided stories, data, and evidence of 
how Presbyterian Women rise and shine, how Presbyterian Women were 
active in the world, bringing light and hope to people in need.   

Rev. Diane Moffett, president and executive director of the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency (former pastor at Elmhurst Presbyterian Church) and 



the Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II were among the 
denominational leaders affirming the work of Presbyterian Women and 
encouraging us to continue our witness.  If you go to the PW website, 
under the Resources tab you’ll find a number of article about the 
Gathering including the program book, manuscripts from some of the 
keynote speakers and the conference hymn.    

Those attending the Gathering were provided with countless ways of 
letting the light of Jesus shine in our lives.  We were challenged to 
1) ask God to open our eyes to see the needs of others and 2) ask God to
give us the courage to act once we become aware of a need.
Furthermore, we were challenged to take the Gathering home with us.
We are to do more than just share information about the Gathering.  We
are to build on the experience, to encourage our constituents to embrace
the challenge of finding more and better ways of being ambassadors of
Good News to our communities.

Presbyterian Women are women of faith.  From the lightening of the 
Christ Candle at the beginning of every presbytery PW meeting to the 
meeting’s closing prayer, worship, devotions and prayer were core 
elements of our meetings.  PW Circles and individuals used the 2017-
2018 Cloud of Witnesses Bible Study published by PW. 

Presbyterian Women supported a variety of local and worldwide mission 
projects.  

1. PW presbytery meetings provided a format to share information
about three programs:  “Building Bridges of Understanding”
(the Global Exchange to Indonesia), the Vision	Project	and	the
International	Rescue	Committee,	and	the	Educate a Child,
Transform the World Initiative.

2. Together	in	Service	Projects	included	everything	from
making	tote	bags	for	cancer	patients	and	making	dresses	for
girls	in	Haiti	to	working	in	food	banks	and	collecting	socks
for	the	homeless.



3. Many lives were changed as a result of our financial support of
the Thank Offering, the Birthday Offering and the Mission
Pledge.  Thank you PW members for your generous giving.

Presbyterian Women were active in Together In Action and other peace 
and justice initiatives.  Some of us wore orange to promote the UN’s 
campaign to end violence against women and others hosted or actively 
participated in activities to combat human trafficking. Through advocacy 
or direct involvement, we addressed immigration, hunger, and other 
equity issues.  Most PW groups collected and donated books in support 
of the Educate a Child, Transform the World Initiative. 

Whether we meet as a presbytery or in local circles, while we studied, 
prayed and engaged in mission we also took time to build community 
and have fun.  I’ve worked with a wonderful group of women on the 
Coordinating Committee; I’d like to thank them for the work they did to 
make this a successful year.  I also want to thank each and every PW 
member for making us who we are, the hands, feet and voice of Jesus in 
our communities.  Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of San 
Francisco brought light to our communities.  

Inspired by the Churchwide Gathering, I look forward to what we will 
do next year.  It will be a year to make new friends, to strengthen 
existing relationships and to deepen our relationship with Christ, with 
each other and with our communities.  Join us at the Fall Gathering on 
October 6, 2018 as we begin a new year and work to let our lights shine 
even brighter. 

With Christ’s Blessing, 

Betty Delaney 



Reflections of the PW Churchwide Gathering 
By Bobbi Batchelder (Portola Valley Presbyterian Church) 

Can you imagine being in a worship service with 1500 Women and a dozen or so men worshiping the 
Lord all day? The sessions ran from a half day on Thursday, all day Friday and Saturday and for one-half day 
Sunday.  What a spiritual high! 

We sang, we prayed, we read scripture, we got to know our neighbor. We became acquainted with 
many Californians, women all over the U.S. and women from foreign countries. Some are interested in work-
ing for justice and peace, some in eradicating hunger, prejudice, gun violence, racism and violence against 
women. 

We chose from dozens of workshops such as Healing Trauma through Performance, Immigration, 
How to get Unstuck, Poetry of Isaiah, Gratitude Can Lead to Compassion, How we can Answer God’s Justice 
for Children and many, many others. 

After praying and feeling God’s urging it was three that I chose to attend: Let’s be Bold Presbyterian 
Women Making a Difference; Lessons in Laughter, Flipping Tables and Finding Sheep. 

It was easy from those you met to get an overview of the workshops they attended. Thus, even if we 
went to the same one it was interesting to see what resonated with other participants in the same session. Our 
workshop experience doubled as we sat and talked to others. 

Our room was the best in the hotel with a balcony and wrap around windows overlooking the river. 
Food wasn’t so good but adequate. We were not there for physical “goods” but for spiritual. So we didn’t 
dwell on the food for our stomach; just food for the Spirit. 

We hope and pray for woman in every circumstance and want to keep up with those we met from 
Africa, Korea, and Philippines as well as grow closer to those in our own community. 

We give God the Glory for the wonderful time we had July 31-Åugust 5th 2018 in Louisville, Kentucky! 

This being my very first PW CWG, all I can say is amazing!!!! This was such a wonderful experience. The diver-
sity of the people, the workshops, the exhibits, the plenaries – WOW!!!  I met so many people from so many 
different places. It was truly a blessing to be able to attend such an amazing conference!     

 -- Phyllis Givens, Moderator, Sojourner Truth Presbyterian Church, Richmond, CA 

Phyllis Givens (far right) and women from San 
Francisco, Livermore and Utah at the Gathering 



As a new member of the Portola Valley Presbyterian Church, I had the 
privilege and honor to go to the Louisville, KY Presbyterian Woman Gathering. 

On our way from the airport to the hotel we met two Presbyterian 
women from San Jose, Michael Walters and Joyce Summers. At the end of the 
day we had dinner with them and planned the next day. It would be a free day 
on Wednesday and the four of us came early to Louisville to tour the town be-
fore the Gathering started. 

Our tour of the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary with guide Sally Pend-
leton was very informative. The funding of the student’s education is unique. 
Everything is provided for the students free except their food. 

Our first trip on Wednesday was the tour of the historical houses. Our 
pre-tour manager, Michelle, had already made reservations with David 
Domine to take us through the blocks and blocks of Historical houses. Homes 
of the Victorian area helped bring wealthy people into Louisville. They built 
these Victorian Mansions that we saw on our tour. We were especially im-

pressed with St. James Court where all the homes on the boulevard were prestigious mansions. This Court is 
lit continually by gas lights, which use to be lit every evening by a lamp lighter. An old tree now has been 
carved into the likeness of a lamp lighter. 

A tree by one of the homes in another area is decorated in all types of items denoting it a place where 
spells occur. The legend states the tree was destroyed by the City officials for the use in a May Day celebration. 
The witches put a curse on the city for destroying their gathering place. Within a year, a tornado destroyed the 
City. It sent a magical tree in its place. The tree has burls, twisted trunk, craggy bark with dead branches and 
limbs overhead. This tree is better fitting for witches and they come back now in full force. Visitors from all 
over leave trinkets for good luck. 

At this tree and one like it in the park Bobbi and I sang Halloween songs: “Halloween night is lots of fun 
but somehow I’m glad when it is over and done. It’s good to have mother kiss me good night and know that the witches 
have all taken flight.” “Halloween, Halloween, O what funny things are seen witches’ hats, cold black cats, broomstick 
riders, mice and rats.” 

Tours started in Louisville around the stories of haunted houses and places. David Domine, our guide 
has written 12 books, some of them regarding the haunted tales. He kept us entertained with the history of 
Louisville for 90 minutes during a three-mile walk. 

David Domine recommended a great place for lunch in one of the old homes converted into a restau-
rant. Every china plate had a different pattern and we enjoyed good service and excellent food. 

Before the starting of the Gathering we had to see Louisville’s most famous Churchill Downs. It was an 
interesting place and met all our expectations. I was especially pleased to see plaques of three of my favorite 
horses: Secretariat, Seattle Stew and Mine that Bird. While at the Downs we had fun shopping especially trying 
on hats 

The Gathering started on Thursday evening. Every day thereafter was filled with sessions and exhibits. 
Our Synod of the Pacific hosted us for a gathering to get to know each other better and letting us know what 
will be in store this coming year. 

I was overwhelmed by the love, compassion and friendliness of all the Gathering women. I enjoyed the 
sessions and was glad to pick up material from the bookstore that I could use. My sister, Bobbi, and I were of-
ten headed in different directions so being dressed alike among 1,500 people surely helped to keep us in touch. 

We did get to use our room on the tenth floor of the Galt Hotel although not during the day. The win-
dows and balcony overlooked the Ohio River; we could view all the bridges that crossed the river into Indi-
ana. Touring boats docked on the river were the old paddle wheel boats for people to be able to book dinner as 
they rode. Unfortunately, we had no time to take advantage of this entertainment. 

Left to right: Mildred Hall, Bobbi 
Batchelder, Angie Mitchell and 
Doreen Der-McLeod 

More Reflections of the PW Churchwide Gathering by Angie Mitchell



Our San Jose friends were able to join us in our suite for breakfast each morning. Joyce informed us 
about a tour to Scotland in September 2018. The tour guide booking tours for 2019 mentioned that there were 
still two places on the September 2018 tour so Bobbi and I took them! 

Each morning there was a bulletin giving the synopsis of what took place the day before. This was 
keeping information before us and helping us store in our memories the multitude of experiences we were 
having. 

This Presbyterian Gathering helped me understand how the women of the church through the organi-
zation of missions brought women into leading roles. How Presbyterian Women’s leadership is effective 
not only in their churches but also in communities influencing societies all over the world. 

Planning for the PW Churchwide Gathering    by Doreen Der-McLeod

The Churchwide Gathering is a triennial event sponsored by Presbyterian Women and this year I was 
invited to be on the planning team. The team was selected and formed about six months after the last CWG so 
it takes 2-1/2 years to plan the Gathering. The planning team is broken up into teams or specific work groups 
consisting of the Exhibit Hall Work Group, Business Meeting Work Group, Mission Partners Work Group,  
Plenary Work Group and Program Work Group. 

I was on the Program Work Group which was responsible for the educational opportunities or work-
shops. Our first task was requesting suggestions for Educational Opportunity Leaders then we reviewed and 
decided on leaders for seven areas: bible study, mission, 
justice & peace, community building, leadership, health & 
wellness, art & media. We tried to select leaders from different 
parts of the country as well as from our national church staff 
to cut down on cost for travel. The plenary leaders were asked 
to conduct workshops as well. Our Educational Opportunities 
Leaders did not receive renumeration for leading the work-
shops. However, their travel, hotel and registration was 
covered. 

This year 41 educational opportunities were offered at 
the CWG and each attendee could select three workshops for 
Friday and Saturday so they could attend six workshops in 
total over the two days. 
 To cut down on the cost of meetings, the whole 
planning committee of 20 people met face-to-face only twice 
during the 2-1/2 years, but did most of the work through 
zoom meetings or telephone conference calls. We thank the 
PW staff for all their hard work in staffing the committees, 
and also for their follow up work with creating brochures, 
newsletters, the worship booklet, and coordinating 
registration and housing for all the participants.

The stage backdrop was white butcher paper with hand 
cut images reflecting Presbyterian Women. Pictured 
above is just one-third of the entire backdrop.
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